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EDITORIAL 
 
 
 
This Special Issue of Procedia – Social and Behavioural Sciences is devoted to the papers presented at The International Conference 
on Current Trends in ELT: Putting the Learner in the Spotlight (www.urmia.ac.ir/elt2013) which was held at Urmia University, Iran, 
between 20 and 22 May 2013. The Conference was organized by the English Language Department of Urmia University and attracted 
1400+ proposals during 35 days of abstract submission, of which about 400 were scheduled for presentation (oral and poster) during 
three days of the Conference. The Conference was attended by more than 700 participants and world class scholars including 
Professor Rod Ellis, Professor Jack C Richards, Professor Michael Byram, Professor Behrooz Azabdaftari, Professor John Sivell, 
Professor Bonny Norton, Professor Farzad Sharifian, and Dr Anne Swan who all presented plenary speeches at the Conference. A 
small collection of papers presented at the Conference (mainly by the plenary speakers) were published in October 2013 Issue of 
Iranian Journal of Language Teaching Research (www.urmia.ac.ir/ijltr) and the other papers were scheduled for publication in 
Procedia – Social and Behavioural Sciences (SBSP).  
 
Following the Conference, a Call for Papers was issued for Conference presenters to submit their full papers for publication in SBSP.  
By 5 July 2013, 258 papers were received by Conference organizers. The papers were screened to make sure that they adhered to 
Procedia guidelines and followed minimum academic requirements. Then all papers were sent out for external reviews. A team of 34 
volunteer reviewers most of whom were also Urmia ELT Conference Academic Committee members so kindly reviewed all the 
papers, and some papers were reviewed by more than one reviewer. The reviewers’ comments and corrections were then 
communicated to the authors of the papers who were then instructed to revise and resubmit their final papers accordingly. Many more 
other style and template-related changes were applied to final papers by Guest Editor’s assistant. The whole process (i.e., receiving 
original manuscripts, reviewing them, asking for revisions, receiving revised manuscripts, applying style changes, etc.) lasted for six 
months, and the files were submitted to Elsevier for further processing in January 2014.  
As the Guest Editor, I would like to acknowledge the great support I received from many people in successfully processing this 
publication. First and foremost, I am grateful to Urmia University authorities (and in particular the Dean of the Faculty of 
Engineering), who made it possible for the ELT Conference to be so successfully held, for their official as well as financial support. 
Were it not for the financial support of our sponsors (Ava Talk Language Centre, Telecommunications Office, and Hegmataneh 
Bookshop), we would have been unable to think of holding the Conference in the first instance. The presence of top applied linguists 
and in particular Rod Ellis and Jack C Richards provided the Conference with the seal of international recognition. Conference 
attendees and presenters made the whole event come true. An energetic team of conference organizers, reviewers and student helpers 
was the key to conference’s very success. I am in particular indebted to Conference Executive Chair (Dr Sima Modirkhameneh) and 
Conference Coordinator (Dr Parviz Alavinia) both of whom contributed to this Journal Special Issue as well in the capacity of 
Associate Editors. The management of the whole review process owes itself to the unfailing assistance of the Guest Editor’s Assistant, 
Zainab Abolfazli Khonbi who provided all type of help any time there was a need for. Journal Managers at Elsevier have also been of 
immense help at different stages of the process of publication of this Issue. My sincere thanks go to Christopher Tancock, Shuaib 
Hussain Vaiyanna, Nithya Sathishkumar, Sam Shirley, and Rajashri Ravindranathan of Elsevier for their professional support and 
guidance throughout the publication process. I would especially like to extend my appreciation to the following reviewers (in 
alphabetical order) without whose meticulous review, most of the papers in this volume would have lacked the current quality: Heidar 
Abdi, Zainab Abolfazli Khonbi, Saedeh Ahangari, Is’haq Akbarian, Parviz Alavinia, Minoo Alemi, Mohammad Reza Anani Sarab, 
Arda Arikan, Seyyed Reza Behafarin, Afsaneh Dehnad, Hamid Reza Dowlatabadi, Zohreh Eslami, Mohammad Hossein Keshavarz, 
Sima Khezerlou, Mohammad Reza Khodadoust, Robert Kirkpatric, Kazem Lotfipour Sa’edi, Sima Modirkhamaneh, Azadeh Nemati, 
Jahanbakhsh Nikoupour, Mohammad Hossein Parvaz, Miroslaw Pawlak, Jafar Pourfeiz, Sepideh Rahimpour, Naser Rashidi, Ali 
Roohani, Firooz Sadighi, Mahnaz Saeidi, John Sivel,  Maryam Soleimani, Anne Swan, Zia Tajeddin, and Noroddin Yousofi.  
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This product is no doubt the outcome of tens of hours of hard work by many individuals all of whom strived to play their part in the 
best way possible and with the least expectation. A dedicated team did their best to make this Issue a useful one for the academic 
community of applied linguists and ELT scholars, and we are sure that a lot remains to be improved in our future works. Any 
comments or suggestions regarding this publication may be directed to Guest Editor at: ksadeghi03@gmail.com.  
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